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October 16, 2018

Dear Members of St. James Lutheran Church,
Last Sunday our congregation reviewed the Six Key Financial Principles. In case you missed it, we are 

sending them to each household. Please take time to read these principles and Scriptures. They will make a great table devotional for you and your family. By practicing these biblical principles, all of us can find greater simplicity, contentment, generosity, and joy for our lives. 

1. Pay your tithe and offering first. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7
2. Create a budget and track your expenses. Proverbs 27:23-24
3. Simplify your lifestyle (live below your means). Matthew 6:19-33
4. Establish an emergency fund. I Timothy 6:9-12
5. Use credit wisely. Pay off all credit card debt. Proverbs 22:7
6. Practice long-term savings and investing habits. Luke 14:28
St. James would like to help you with this part of your spiritual life in the coming year. We are talking about this in worship this fall, as well as hosting a small group study on Wednesdays at 6 PM. You are encouraged to join these opportunities through November. We may host more studies in the future.  With God’s help, everyone can save more and give more by eliminating waste and reducing debt.  

On Sunday, October 21, the sermon will be “Cultivating Contentment.” We live in a society full of economic problems that result from materialism. You will hear a message on how to de-clutter your life, work toward developing contentment, and ponder God’s will for our lives.

On Sunday, November 11, we will have the final message in this sermon series: “Defined by Generosity.” We will be distributing commitment cards for you to record your personal commitment for the coming year. You will get those at church on October 28th or we will mail them to you. In worship, we will bring our commitment cards forward and consecrate our personal commitment. We will have a second Consecration Sunday on November 18 to ensure that everyone has the opportunity to participate in this meaningful service.

Join us in worship as we celebrate and consecrate our gifts to the ministry of our church in the coming year. We can live as people of hope, learning how to live with simplicity, contentment, generosity, and true joy!

In Christ, 

St. James Stewardship Board

